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ARTICLES 


Feast of popular masses in Korea of Juche' 


Every year the working masses of the world celebrate their special day, their 
feast, it is International Workers Day known also as a Labour Day dated on 1st of 
May. This day - May Day has a long tradition dating back to 1889 and established 
by ‘Second International' at the 'Marxist International Socialist Congress’ that 
met in Paris. 


In socialist Korea of Juche, this day is celebrated especially solemnly. Every year, 
millions of participants in the May Day celebration, millions of people gathered in 
the streets of Korean cities and villages celebrate their day full of tribute to the 
work of the Korean people's masses. 


As every year in the May Day parade, this year will be followed by those who 
work the most sacrificing, bringing new socialist and fought values to Korea. 
Above all, it is they who will walk with their heads held high. It is their merit that, 
in spite of the hostile climates constantly stirred up by the imperialist world of 
capitalist states, the DPRK is strongly on the road to communism, on the way to 
the continued strengthening of Asia's position in the world. 


Among the May Day parade march there will be Koreans of all generations, party 
members, communist youth and all of those, who work on the industrial, 
agricultural and intellectual workshops, so representatives of all of the working 
class sectors and areas with Korean People's Army too. All of them who with their 
daily work and service, increase the prosperity of the country, with the arduous 
toil of days full of hard work they build socialist prosperous country - Democratic 
People's Republic of Korea. The mass and atmosphere of the May Day 
demonstration eloquently testify to the will to act in the name of what is most 
important: the defense of peace and socialism, the security and prosperity of the 
country. 


The first of May is also a feast in honor of the 'work ethos'. The ‘work ethos' in 
many capitalist countries has been distorted and reduced to the role ofa 
necessary process, to act under duress for the people to obtain the means of labor. 
The working masses of capitalist countries often work without enthusiasm, ethos 
and respect for their work because it does not lead to their liberation and 
improvement of their living conditions, but only to their survival. This is the 
process of alienation, consequences of living in capitalist society already described 
by Karol Marx in his work titled: Theory of alienation’ and shows as well alienation 
of the process of labour and self in capitalist mode of production. The ‘work ethos' 
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such characterize happy socialist societies as Korea of Juche and their social 
values of labour - cannot exist there, where work and labour activities are reduced 
to get resources to survive only as many Western imperialist states. 


ASMENNA ÚSUNAZNÝNA ae fe Yor aT 


The 'International Workers Day in DPRK 2018. 


On the May Day workers celebration it is worth going back to the history of the 
founding of the DPRK, to the difficult beginnings of this country. After the 
Japanese occupation, almost rebuilt Korea was attacked again by the gung - ho 
aggressors of the US Army and their satellite states. 


Much sweat and blood were poured out to overcome all difficulties after a terrible 
war and to rebuild Korea from its devastation again. Including the merit of the 
Korean working class, it is another reason for them to march with pride in the 
May Day mass parade. 


The revolutionary changes initiated by Eternal Leader Kim IL Sung thoroughly 
transformed the war-torn Korea, reaching every corner of the country, under every 
thatched roof of that time. Those groundbreaking, pioneering years remain your 
source of faith in the inexhaustible strength and possibilities of the Korean people 
and are reflected in many stories and works of those who celebrate their peoples 
celebration on the first day of May. 


Socialist Korea - the Korea of Juche was born not from the whim of history, but 
from the deed of the generations marching proudly in the May Day parade. For all 
of them, we must express our deepest respect and appreciation. A word of thanks 
goes to all those who have proved in practice that together means better and more 
as socialist teamwork allowed to do. We address words of heartfelt memory to its 


well - known and not - known Heroes, builders, and veterans of combat and work. 
To protect and strengthen the native home is an unchanging patriotic duty and 
Korean people know that with great pride in their hearts for expressing it 
especially now in their popular masses May Day feast. With this in mind, we greet 
the cadres of the people's state, soldiers of the Korean People's Army and security 
officials, all who guard the borders of socialist Korea and guard the safe existence 
of the country and its citizens. 

A revolutionary poet wrote years ago: 


Therefore, today, 
in the May Day morning, 
we will share a good word, 
we will go joyful and simple, 
red winged banners ... 


So, let us all go with Korean people, if not physically, then in our hearts and 
Spirit, as in the poem winged by the idea, and let us unite with the working class 
of the whole world, with the Korean people on their great communist labor day! 


Long live international working - class solidarity and internationalist unity! 
May peace and socialist win! 
Let's celebrate International Workers Day! 


( Alan Bolon, Main Graphic Editor 'PKT', 
Chairman West of England Branch KFA UK ) 


‘The Masscare that the West 
Never Likes to talk about' 


The Mainstream Media of the Western imperialist countries go on almost 24/7 
hours about 'human rights violations’, 'prison camps' and the like that supposedly 
exist in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea ( DPRK ). They endlessly repeat 
stories from so - called 'defectors' from the DPRK. At the same time they falsely 
promote south Korea as being 'democratic', 'prosperous' and a 'human rights 
paradise’. Of course we in KFA UK know that nothing could be further from the 
truth. 


The Western mainstream media never likes to mention human rights violations 
and repression in south Korea. Few people outside of the Korean peninsula would 
have heard of the massacre on Jeju Island in 1948 in which a quarter of the 
population were slaughtered by the south Korean puppets and US imperialists. 


41 years ago, this May, another terrible massacre took place in south Korea 
but you won't read about in the ‘Mail’, "The Sun'or the Times" and it is a mere 
footnote in many Western history textbooks. In May 1980 in south Korea 5,000 
people in the south eastern city of Kwangju were slaughtered by south Korean 
puppet troops with US troops standing back to assist. 


The background to the Kwangju uprising and the subseguent massacre is as 
follows; In 1945 the US occupied south Korea three weeks after Korea's liberation , 
The US established direct military rule under a US general. They dissolved the 
people's committees, instruments of popular power in south Korea and banned the 
Communist Party. In 1948 the US imperialists set up a puppet regime headed by 
the corrupt Syngham Rhee. Rhee was later overthrown by the April Popular 
uprising in 1960. In May 1961 Park Chung Hee, a former collaborator with the 
Japanese colonialists seized power through a military coup d' etat. At least 
100,000 people died. The military fascist regime of Park Chung Hee became a 
prototype for the neo - colonies of imperialism and later military regimes came to 
power in Brazil and Chile to name a few. In October 1972 Park Chung Hee 
imposed martial law again and the harsh Yushin constitution. However Park 
became an embarrassment to the US and south Korea began to face economic 
crisis such as rising debts, also resistance in the forms of strikes and student 
protests emerged. The US had been defeated in the Vietnam war and some pro 
American countries in Asia distanced themselves from the US isolating south 


Korea as an old style puppet regime. Elsewhere there was the Iranian revolution. 


The US decided to get rid of Park Chung Hee. On the 27th of October 1979 he 
was assassinated by his own security chief KCIA director Kim Jae Gyu ( this 
incident is humorously portrayed in the south Korean dark comedy "The 
President's Last Bang ). Kim Jae Gyu declared that "The United States is at my 
back'. On the 12th of December 1979 Chun Do Hwan seized power in a military 
coup. Chun had been trained at West Point Academy and he also was a 
commander of the south Korean armed forces that had been sent to Vietnam to 
fight on the US side. Chun had carried out atrocities against the Vietnamese 
people. 


On May 17th 1980 Chun declared martial law and arrested opposition figures 
not to mention student activists. On the 18th of May the citizens of Kwangju city, 
south Jolla province rose up against marital law. The south Korean puppet regime 
responded with the utmost ferocity. They sent in paratroops, helicopters and 
tanks. With the permission of the US - note south Korea did not have operational 
command over its own armed forces at the time ( and still does not have full 
operational control ) this rested with the commander of the US armed forces - 
front - line troops from 20th division of the south Korean were moved away from 
the frontline to Kwangju city. This shows the falsity of the oft repeated 'North 
Korean threat' and 'communist invasion ' propaganda. Instead of fighting the 
DPRK the south Korean puppet army fought the south Korean people. The US 
also sent the warship USS Coral Sea to south Korea to be on standby to assist the 
south Korean armed forces in the suppression of the Kwangju massacre. It is said 
that the US directly participated in the massacre. 


The south Korean puppet troops committed all sorts of atrocities such as 
bayoneting pregnant women. There are reports that the south Korean puppet 
troops were high on drugs and alcohol. Tanks, flamethrowers and helicopters were 
used against the Kwangju citizens. A total of 5,000 people were killed and 14,000 
injured. 


Today no one has been brought to book for the massacre and Chun Do Hwan 
has even insulted and slandered the Kwangju uprisers. What the Kwangju 
massacre showed is that south Korea is not a democracy. 


Next time you hear someone mouthing off about 'human rights violations in North 
Korea 'and videos by 'defectors 'on YouTube, please remember the 5,000 
innocent souls who died in Kwanqju city in May 1980. 


( Dr Dermot Hudson, Deputy Editor / Reviewer 'PKT', 
General Chairman KFA UK ) 


BBC Just cannot stop lying about People's Korea' 


On the 9th of April, the BBC website carried an article titled: 'Kim Jong - un 
warns of North Korea crisis similar to deadly 90s famine’. 


However nothing of the sort was said and this is just another example of the long 
list of lies that the BBC have told about People’s Korea. 


If the BBC had bothered to properly study the recent speeches of Marshal KIM 
JONG UN such as the opening, concluding and closing addresses to the 6th 
Conference of Party Cell Secretaries as well as the speeches he made to the 
historic 8th Congress of the Workers’ Party of Korea and the 2nd Plenary meeting 
of the 8th Central Committee of the Workers Party, they would see that nowhere 
does the word 'famine' appear. It is basically a straightforward lie that this was 
said The BBC also played the old trick of taking words out of context. A lot of 
main stream media outlets carried a headline saying that Marshal KIM JONG UN 
said that the DPRK faces its 'worst ever situation’, however what was really said 
was as follows: 


'This ts because the implementation of the decisions of the Party congress aimed at 
advancing our style of the socialist cause on a higher stage by achieving a tangible 
change and development in the economic work, in improving the people's living 
standards and in all other fields even in the worst - ever situation in which we have 
to overcome unprecedentedly numerous challenges depends on the role played by 
the cells, the grass - roots organizations of the Party; it is also because the fighting 
efficiency of the Party cells depends on their secretaries’ 


This is actually referring to improving living standards and the need for party 
organisations to overcome challenges and obstacles. By quoting three words out of 
context, the main stream media have totally changed the meaning of what was 
said. As to the use of the phrase 'arduous march’, this has also been taken out of 
context. Marshal KIM JONG UN did not say that the DPRK faced another 'arduous 
march’, what he actually said was that: 


I made up my mind to ask the WPK organizations at all levels, including its Central 
Committee, and the cell secretaries of the entire Party to wage another more difficult 
Arduous March' in order to relieve our people of the difficulty, even a little, as they 
have followed their Party as their mother and overcome all sorts of difficulties for 
several decades to defend it and to provide them with the optimum material and 
cultural wellbeing’ 


10 


BÍBÍC 


We specialise 
in manufacturing 


DISINFORMA’ 


„On a scale you couldn't 
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So in fact he is calling upon Party cell secretaries to undertake an arduous 
march for the people. This is quite different to saying that the DPRK is going 
through another 'arduous march" like in the 1990s. 


In actual fact the events of the mid to late 1990s have been exaggerated and 
distorted by hostile forces. Whilst it is true that the DPRK faced difficulties and 
challenges during that period and was called the 'arduous march' ( named after 
an episode in the anti - Japanese guerrilla war ), what is not true is that 'millions 
died' because of a 'famine'’. In fact UN and World Bank statistics actually show the 
DPRK population increased during this period. 


This is not the first time that the BBC have lied about the DPRK. For example on 
the 10th of February 2016 the BBC reported that former Chief of General Staff of 
the Korean People’s Army General Ri Yong Gil had been executed, the one about 
former chief of general staff of the Korean People's Army, Ri Yong Gil, has been 
proved false. General Ri was elected to a position at the 7th Congress of the 
Workers’ Party of Korea held in May 2016 and was promoted in April 2017, far 
from being dead! 
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General Ri was made Chief of General Staff of the KPA again. 


In May 2016 BBC reporter Rupert Wingfield - Hayes actually signed a statement 
admitting that his reporting was biased and inaccurate. Amongst other things 
Wingfield - Hayes claimed that children at the Okryu Children's Hospital were not 
ill and were actors!! 


What is appalling that KFA UK members are expected to pay a licence fee to fund 
the BBC’s campaign of lies and disinformation about the DPRK. 


We hope that KFA UK members and readers of PKT will reject the lies of the BBC 
and campaign against them. 


( Dr Dermot Hudson, Deputy Editor / Reviewer 'PKT', 
General Chairman KFA UK ) 


KEA im UK ACTIVITIES & NEWS 


Report of KFA UK Online Meeting 
to Denounce and Oppose, 
the US and south Korean War exercises, 
13th of March 2021 


Report of Online Seminar about the Anniversary of the Foundation of the 
Korean People’s Revolutionary Army. 


On the 24th of April at 16.30 hours the British Group for the Study of the 
Juche Idea and the Korean Friendship Association UK held an online seminar on 
the 89th anniversary of the foundation of the Korean People’s Revolutionary Army 
the forerunner of the Korean People’s Army. Participating were members of the 
BGSJI and KFA UK from London, Staffordshire and the West of England. The 
representative of KFA Finland participated as an observer. 


Dr Dermot Hudson Chairman of the British Group for the Study of the Juche 
and Chairman of KFA UK in his speech said that: 


'The Korean People's Army of today has its origins in the Anti - Japanese People's 
Guerrilla Army ( which later became the Korean People’s Revolutionary Army ) 
which was founded on the 25th of April 1932, we Juche Idea and Songun idea 
followers salute the anniversary of its foundation. Today the KPA is defending the 
independence of the DPRK and also peace and security in the Asia - Pacific region. 
The Anti Japanese People’s Guerrilla Army, which was to become the Korean 
People’s Revolutionary Army in March 1934, was founded in Antu, Manchuria on 
the 25th of April 1932. It was founded in Manchuria because many Korean people 
had been driven into exile in Manchuria by the ferocity of Japanese rule. 


President KIM IL SUNG in his speech to the meeting to found the AJPGA said that: 


“ The AJPGA is made up of the workers, peasants and young patriots who 
oppose the Japanese imperialists and their stooges and love their country 
and people; it is a revolutionary armed force which will dedicate itself to 
protecting the interests of the people. 

The aim and mission of the people’s guerrilla army is to overthrow the 
colonial rule of Japanese imperialism in Korea and bring national 
independence and social emancipation to the Korean people ” 


These words clearly defined the nature, the mission and the role of the AJPGA 
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which is today continued by the Korean People's Army. 


The AJPGA and KPRA fought in the spirit of self - reliance. It established guerrilla 
bases including the Mt Paektu-san guerrilla base. The KPRA won many battles 
against the Japanese aggressors such as the battle of Pochonbo in 1937. Korea was 
liberated from Japanese imperialist rule on the 15th of August 1945 after the KPRA 
together with Soviet troops advanced into Korea after President KIM IL SUNG gave 
the order for the final operation for liberation on the 9th of August 1945. 


After liberation an independent munitions industry was built up. On the 8th of 
February 1948 the Korean People's Revolutionary Army was transformed into a 
regular, revolutionary armed force, the Korean People's Army. 


The Korean People's Army, under the wise leadership of the great leader 
generalissimo KIM IL SUNG, took over and carried forward the traditions of the anti 
Japanese armed struggle. It is based solidly on revolutionary comradeship. 
Moreover a tradition of army - people unity was created and today flourishes in 
Juche Korea. 


Under the wise leadership of the great generalissimo's KIM IL SUNG and KIM 
JONG IL the KPA grew into steel strong ranks each soldier being a match for a 
hundred enemy soldiers. The KPA inflicted a crushing defeat on the US imperialists 
in the great Fatherland Liberation War of 1950-1953.The KPA also defeated the US 
in the ‘Pueblo incident’,'EC121 incident’, ‘Panmunjom incident’ of 1976 and the 
1994 helicopter shoot down incident. 


The KPA became a truly Juche - orientated revolutionary armed force and is the 
army of the party, the working class and the leader. New theories of warfare have 
been created. Moreover under the leadership of the great leader generalissimo KIM 
IL SUNG, the KPA stuck to class and revolutionary principles, the revisionist and 
opportunist "non class" theories were soundly smashed, The leadership of the party 
over the armed forces was maintained and enhanced unlike some countries where 
socialism was frustrated. The KPA is truly an anti-imperialist, anti revisionist army 
which defends socialism with the force of arms. 


The might of the KPA was further strengthened under the leadership of supreme 
commander KIM JONG IL, who practised Songun politics giving priority to the KPA 
regarding it as the central pillar of the revolution. The KPA under the Songun 
revolutionary leadership of the great leader the KPA grew stronger in terms of 
ideology and politics but also materially. It is now equipped with the latest 
weaponry and has its own independent deterrent force. The KPA under the 
command of the Songun supreme commander KIM JONG IL and respected general 
KIM JONG UN smashed the provocations of the south Korean puppets in November 
2010 turning Yongpyong island into a sea of flames. 
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The KPA also inherited the proletarian internationalist traditions of the Korean 
People's Revolutionary Army. The KPRA had defended the Soviet Union from attacks 
by the aggressive Japanese imperialists in the 1930s. After liberation in the 1940s 
President KIM IL SUNG sent some of the best troops of the KPRA to fight with the 
Chinese People's Liberation Army. The KPA actively assisted Cuba, Vietnam, Egypt, 
Angola and other countries. In Vietnam, KPA air force pilots fought alongside the 
Vietnamese people, the KPA also sent tunneling and engineering experts to Vietnam. 
In Egypt the KPA Air Force fought in the 1973 Middle East War against the Israeli 
aggressors. Respected Marshal KIM JONG UN has implemented the great 
revolutionary line of building the economy and nuclear force in parallel thereby 
strengthening the nuclear deterrent force of the KPA exponentially so that the DPRK 
became a strategic state. The DPRK has its own ICBMs, even Britain does not have 
ICBMs after abandoning the Blue Streak missile programme in the early 1970s. 


The KPA which holds tight the arms of Songun has been ever-victorious over a 
period of eight decades. The KPA, the vanguard force of the Songun revolution, has 
defeated the imperialists many times, and under the leadership of supreme 
commander KIM JONG UN will defeat them again. 

The glorious KPA which inherits and continues the traditions of the Korean 
People's Revolutionary Army is the guerrilla army of dear respected Marshal KIM 
JONG UN ready to win the great war for national reunification. 

Today the destiny of world socialism and peace depends on the rifles of the Korean 
People's Army headed by respected supreme commander Marshal KIM JONG UN. 
The DPRK is on the frontline of the struggle between socialism and imperialism. It 
stands guard over the independence of the DPRK and the people-centred socialism , 
the authentic socialism. Under the command of respected Marshal KIM JONG UN, 
the Korean People's Army has been further strengthened as the mighty and 
invincible revolutionary armed force of Juche. We are convinced of the final victory 
of the KPA led by respected Marshal KIM JONG UN' 


The Chairman of KFA UK West of England said that: 


'The Korean People’s Army is an army of the people with its origins as a guerrilla 
army. It is very important to understand the difference between the Korean People’s 
Army and the armies of capitalist and imperialist countries. The Korean People’s 
Army helps the people and takes part in construction work' 


Some questions and discussion followed. 

It was mentioned that soon it will the 10th Congress 
of the Kimilsungist -Kimjongilist Youth League. 

The meeting closed at 17.50 hours GMT. 


( Dr Dermot Hudson, Deputy Editor / Reviewer 'PKT', 
General Chairman KFA UK ) 


DPRK NEWS 


Construction of Residential District 
of Modern Apartment Buildings on Bank 
of River Pothong Starts 
Respected Comrade Kim Jong Un Looks Round Site Again 


The construction of the residential district of terraced apartment buildings on 
the bank of the River Pothong is to be undertaken in real earnest true to our 
Party's great plan for architectural development and its architectural idea based 
on the people-first principle. 


Kim Jong Un, general secretary of the Workers' Party of Korea and president of 
the State Affairs of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, looked round the 
site again with secretaries of the Party Central Committee. 


Another worthwhile construction project has begun to implement his great plan 
to build a residential district of modern terraced apartment buildings for our 
people in the excellent place on the bank of the picturesque river. 

Looking round the construction units deployed in the site getting themselves 
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ready to get down to the construction, he learned about the areas assigned for the 
construction. 


He stressed that the construction of the terraced apartment buildings for 800 
flats is a project reflecting the plan and intention of the Party Central Committee 
to give a facelift to the city by building apartment buildings of new styles and to 
provide highly-developed living environments and conditions for the people. He 
called on all the construction units to implement our Party's far-reaching policy for 
the capital city construction with great devotion and unyielding practice, being 
well cognizant of the importance of the project. 


He said he would always pay attention to the project and personally strengthen 
the organizing and leading of the construction work as the core construction units 
are responsible for the project. 


Elaborate plans for every stage should be mapped out, the construction and 
guidance successfully pushed forward with, eguipment and building-materials 
provided without fail, and the political work for each unit and an emulation among 
the construction units encouraged, so as to create a model experience in the city 
construction of apartment buildings in terms of speed and practicality, he said. 


Strict supervision over every construction process must be exercised, building- 
materials economized in every way with high demand, accidents of all kinds 
prevented and excellent construction experience introduced to the capital city 
construction, he said. 


He stressed the need to make a good plan for planting trees in the residential 
quarter and give a facelift to the parks on the bank of the River Pothong, so as to 
provide the residents with the best conveniences for living and improve the natural 
environment. 


Stressing the need to improve the guality of the construction to make the most of 
the peculiar characteristics of different styles and elevation elements of good- 
looking terraced dwelling houses, he said the construction units should fulfill with 
success the immediate plans for building dwelling houses in the capital city for 
this year to demonstrate the modernity of our capital city as the centre of high 
civilization under socialism and the feature of Juche-oriented architectural 
development and to display once again our tremendous ideological and mental 
power with which we can bring about any epoch-making change and the 
potentiality of the self-supporting economy being consolidated. 


He specially emphasized the need to continue to thoroughly implement the 
people-first doctrine and the policy on applying formative art to architecture based 
on correct combination of national identity and modernity set forth by the Party in 
the construction of the capital city and provincial areas in the future, set a new 
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standard in city administration and environmental management, in particular, 
and pay deep attention to cultured environmental management such as 
afforestation. 


He stressed the need to grasp once again the importance of housing 
construction, one of urgent problems in improving the people's standard of living, 
and undertake an innovative practice not only in the construction of 50 000 flats 
in Pyongyang but also in the construction in provinces. 


He said that within the new 5-year plan our Party will make more progress in 
housing, city management and ecological environment sectors to provide the 
people with material and cultural well-being as happy as any others. 


He voiced the expectation and belief that the able core building units involved in 
the building of a residential district of terraced apartment buildings for 800 flats 
on the bank of the River Pothong would build as soon as possible the cradle of 
happiness looked forward to by our people, true to our Party's great policy on 
capital city construction. 


( Pyongyang, April 1 
Korean Central News Agency ) 


Respected Comrade Kim Jong Un, 
sends Words of Congratulations, 
to First Secretary of Central Committee, 
of Communist Party of Cuba 


Kim Jong Un, general secretary of the Workers' Party of Korea, sent words of 
warm congratulations to Miguel Mario Diaz - Canel Bermudez in congratulation of 
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the successful holding of the Eighth Congress of the Communist Party of Cuba 
(CPC) and his election as first secretary of the Central Committee of the CPC. 


Upon authorization of the General Secretary, Kim Song Nam, director of the 
International Department of the Central Committee of the WPK, paid a 
congratulatory visit to the Cuban embassy here on April 20 to courteously convey 
the words of congratulations from the respected Comrade Kim Jong Un to First 
Secretary of the C.C., CPC Miguel Mario Diaz - Canel Bermudez to Cuban 
Ambassador to the DPRK Jesus De Los Angeles Aise Sotolongo. 


Kim Jong Un, as a genuine comrade, once again warmly congratulated Miguel 
Mario Diaz - Canel Bermudez on taking the heavy responsibility as head of the 
CPC amidst the absolute support and warm expectations of all the Cuban party 
members and other people. 


Saying that he will always join hands with Miguel Mario Diaz - Canel Bermudez 
on the road of foiling all sorts of challenges by the hostile forces and 
accomplishing socialism, he clarified the steadfast will of the WPK and the Korean 
people to further develop special comradely relations and strategic relations with 
Cuba on a new high level as required by the new era. 


He affirmed that the WPK and the Korean people will stand with the CPC and the 
Cuban people forever. 


He sincerely wished First Secretary Miguel Mario Diaz - Canel Bermudez good 
health and big success in his responsible work of leading the party and the state. 


The Cuban ambassador expressed deep thanks to General Secretary of the WPK 
Kim Jong Un for sending his wholehearted words of congratulations to First 
Secretary of the C.C., CPC Miguel Mario Diaz - Canel Bermudez and stated the will 
of the CPC and the Cuban people to further boost the friendly and cooperative 
relations between the two parties and two countries in the future. 


( Pyongyang, April 21 
Korean Central News Agency ) 


Statement of Director of Research Institute 
for Nutrition Care of Children of DPRK 


The director of the Research Institute for Nutrition Care of Children under the 
Academy of Medical Science of the DPRK Ministry of Public Health released the 
following statement on Tuesday: 


T was extremely astonished and angered at the foreign media news seriously 
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distorting the state of health of the children in our country. 


According to the news, a "report" published by a UN experts' group contains such 
groundless information that many children suffering from malnutrition in our country 
cannot receive proper treatment due to the state emergency anti - epidemic 
measures taken to check the inroads of COVID-19. 


I, as a person responsible for nutrition care of the children in our country, 
categorically reject this information, affirming that it, a sheer lie, is utterly baseless. 


In our country nutrition care of children is deemed a top priority affair though it is 
in hardship and everything is insufficient. 


But those styling themselves experts under the berets of UN are distorting the 
situation of our country to give impression that serious "malnutrition of children" 
exists in our country. This cannot but be viewed as a black - hearted act of hostility 
to tarnish the image of our country. 


I vehemently denounce the hostile forces for abusing even the name of naive 
children, which should be respected as the most sacred one, for attaining their 
political purposes. 


No matter how desperately the hostile forces may work, they can never write off 
the bright and happy looks of our children. 


Taking this opportunity, I warn the quasi - media of south Korea taking the lead in 
the anti - DPRK smear campaign by echoing rubbish - like information no one lends 
ear to. 


No matter by whom they were instigated and whatever the reason, they are bound 
to commit an unpardonable deadly sin against posterity if they seek to incite north- 
south confrontation by finding fault with even gullible children. 


In my opinion, it is necessary to seriously examine whether "humanitarian 
cooperation" under the signboard of UN and NGOs would truly help us and to take 
resolute countermeasures against the entity and organizations going about in 
cahoots with the hostile forces. 


Our state takes the whole responsibility for the health and future of our children' 


( Pyongyang, April 2 
Korean Central News Agency ) 
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10th Congress of Kimilsungist - Kimjongilist 
Youth League Opens 


10th Congress of Kimilsungist - Kimiljongilist Youth League. 


The 10th Congress of the Kimilsungist - Kimjongilist Youth League was opened 
in Pyongyang, the capital of the DPRK, on April 27. 


The congress is to comprehensively analyze and review in depth the youth league 
work during the period under review, take practical measures for bringing about a 
fundamental turn in the youth league work and discuss the tasks and ways for 
the youth league organizations and young people to thoroughly carry out the 
decisions made at the 8th Congress of the Workers' Party of Korea (WPK) and the 
2nd Plenary Meeting of the 8th Central Committee of the WPK. 


It was announced at the congress that the respected Comrade Kim Jong Un was 
presented with silk banners by the Central Standing Committee of the Korean 
Youth League in Japan and the Association of Young Korean Nationals in China 
on the occasion of the 10th Congress of the Kimilsungist-Kimjongilist Youth 
League. 


The congress approved the following agenda items: 
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Review of the work of the Central Committee 
of the Kimilsungist - Kimjongilist Youth League. 


Review of the work of the Central Inspection Commission 
of the Kimilsungist -Kimjongilist Youth League. 
On renaming the youth league. 


On revising the rules of the youth league. 
Election of the central leadership organ of the youth league. 


Pak Chol Min, chairman of the Central Committee of the youth league, made a 
report on the first agenda item. 


The reporter said that the congress is convened amid the great trust of Kim Jong 
Un who sets the youth work as the important work concerning the future of the 
Party, state and our - style socialism and the eternal strategic line of revolution. 


He noted that for the past five years since the end of the 9th Congress of the 
youth league, the respected General Secretary Kim Jong Un has energetically led 
the youth league to develop it into the eternal youth league of President Kim Il 
Sung and Chairman Kim Jong Il, as required by the new era of the Juche 
revolution, and to make sure that it demonstrates its might as the advancing 
group and wing of the Party. 


He said that the achievements made in the youth league work are entirely the 
bright fruition of the great leadership provided by the General Secretary who set 
the youth issue as a vital issue decisive of the destinies of the Party and the 
revolution and put his heart and soul into leading the youth league work step by 
step. 


He emphasized that the youth league faces the honorable task to fully 
demonstrate its militant power as the successors and reserves of the WPK in the 
all - out advance for carrying out the great fighting programme set forth at the 8th 
Congress of the WPK and at the 2nd Plenary Meeting of the 8th Central Committee 
of the WPK. 


He seriously analyzed and reviewed in detail the mistakes youth league 
organizations made by failing to push forward with the work of increasing their 
militant might in every way as required by their duty as organizations for 
ideological education in the period under review. He called for taking substantial 
measures to set right the mistakes latent in the youth league work in order to 
ensure that the league creditably fulfills its mission and duty for the times and the 
revolution. 
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He called on the youth league organizations at all levels to hold fast to the 
important tasks set forth by the General Secretary at the 8th Congress of the WPK 
as immortal guidelines for effecting a fundamental turn in the youth league work 
and to go all out for implementing them. 


He said that they should eternally hold President Kim Il Sung and Chairman Kim 
Jong Il in high esteem as the sun of Juche and place above all and perfectly carry 
on the work of devotedly defending the absolute authority of the Party Central 
Committee. 


He emphasized the need to channel great efforts into building up the primary 
organizations of the youth league to be robust ones and steadily enhancing their 
function and role. 


He stressed the need for the organizations of the youth league to fully prepare the 
schoolchildren to be competent revolutionary talents and young revolutionaries, 
qualified intellectually, morally and physically, who will successfully carry forward 
the baton of the Juche revolution. 


He urged the officials of the youth league to become the locomotives leading the 
young people to always advance straight ahead following the Party as the reliable 
successors to the revolution, bearing deep in mind that whether or not the youth 
work is successfully carried out depends entirely on them. 


He said that the youth league organizations should wage a revolutionary 
ideological offensive, offensive defense and intensive struggle to root out the anti- 
and non-socialist practices and establish the socialist lifestyle. 


He stressed the need for the youth league organizations to inspire the youth to 
creating new standards and records and renewing them in the struggle for 
carrying out the new 5 - year plan. 


He ardently appealed to all the young people to dynamically struggle for 
achieving a new victory of the socialist cause and the revolutionary cause of 
Juche, saying that only victory and glory are in store for the youth league and the 
youth led by Kim Jong Un. 


Speeches were made on the first agenda item. 
Speakers were Kim Chung Song, a delegate from the youth league organizations of 
the Korean People's Army, Pak Myong Jin and Paek Hak Ryong, delegates from the 
youth league organizations of Pyongyang City, and Han In Chol, a delegate from 
the youth league organizations of the High - Speed Youth Shock Brigade. 
Present at the congress were the delegates elected by the youth league 
organizations at all levels. 


23 


Also present there as observers were officials of the Party and armed forces 
organs and officials in the field of education of young people and schoolchildren. 
Taking the platform were Ri Il Hwan, secretary of the Central Committee of the 
WPK, Kim Jae Ryong, department director of the Central Committee of the WPK, 
and Kwon Yong Jin, director of the General Political Bureau of the Korean People's 
Army, who are members of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the 
WPK, officials of the executive committee of the Central Committee of the youth 
league, chairpersons of the provincial youth league committees, exemplary officials 
and members of the youth league, officials in charge of the youth work in the 
armed forces organs and soldiers. 


The congress continues. 
( Pyongyang, April 29 
Korean Central News Agency ) 


SOUTH KOREA NEWS & REUNIFICATION 


Nationwide struggle against the US 


CHSHAN JITFI 


All strata of civic organizations including the Progressive Federation of Students 
waged the anti - US struggle outside the US embassy and the US military base 
We hardly repress our anger at the US which makes no apology after killing the 
people. The US should make a sincere apology and leave south Korea, they 
stressed. 
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The US put pressure upon south Korea to increase its share of defense cost 
share for the US forces in south Korea, while conducting war drill. We cannot look 
on brutalities committed by the US with folded arms. The US forces in south 
Korea should be withdrawn from south Korea, they claimed. 


They shouted the slogan. “ The US should make due apology to victims of the 
April 3 resistance ” and “ The US forces in south Korea, which is disturbing the 
peace of the Korean Peninsula, leave south Korea ” 


( Pyongyang Mission of the Anti - Imperialist 


National Democratic Front of south Korea ) 


Reeking off the smell of powder for invading North Korea 


The US and the south Korean military authorities conducted north Korea - 
targeted marine landing drill in April. 
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It shows that bellicosity of the US and the south Korean military authorities to 
disturb peace and security of the Korean Peninsula is becoming more 
undisguised. 


( Pyongyang Mission of the Anti - Imperialist 
National Democratic Front of south Korea ) 


LIKE AND CULTURE im PEOPLES KOREA 


Railways in DPRK 


Others are probably better qualified and better placed than me to write this 
article. I am not a hardcore rail enthusiast but have from my childhood held a bit 
of a fascination with railways. I am not a technical expert on DPRK railways and 
have only used them about 3 or 4 times. 


My first time on a DPRK was in 1993 when I travelled up to My Myohyang by 
train in the autumn of that year. On that trip I stayed at the Juche Idea Academy 
just outside of Pyongyang. We went by car to Pyongyang Railway Station in the 
centre of Pyongyang and boarded our train. 


One thing I noticed was the excellent staffing levels and also the polite helpful 
DPRK railway staff in their smart uniforms. It was a contrast to drab ( now 
privatised ) British Rail which always seemed to have very few staff. Each carriage 
of the train had its own attendant, just think how some railway companies today 
want to introduce driver - only trains. I remember the girl attendant kindly 
brought us a bottle opener for our bottles of beer. After a few hours our train 
arrived at Hyangsan and a car met us at the station. We were driven at speed 
through the night to the guest house. 


My next time on a DPRK train was in 1996. I was leading the delegation of the 
British Group for the Study of the Juche Idea. We decided to go back to Beijing to 
catch our flight back to London. I think we paid about 40 or 50 dollars for a one 
way ticket to Beijing. We arrived at Pyongyang Railway station. We were 
impressed by the waiting room which had comfortable arm chairs with clean 
white doilies on top, again a contrast to the poor facilities on British railways .We 
shared a compartment with a Chinese family who did not really engage with us . 
We got a great view of the DPRK countryside. At the time the DPRK was in the 
‘arduous march' period caused by repeated natural disasters and the sanctions 
and blockades of the imperialists. The mainstream media claimed that millions 
were starving to death but on the long journey from Pyongyang to Siniuju and 
the Chinese border we saw nothing like that at all. Everything looked normal . We 
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stopped at Sinuiju and stayed there for a few hours. This was partly for border 
control and customs but also to change the locomotive from a DPRK one to a 
Chinese one and change the staff on the train. We saw Korean People's Army 
soldiers riding up and down on the shunting locomotives. Some friendly DPRK 
border guards even gave us a book on Taekwondo which was kind of them. 
Eventually the train moved out of the station. We noticed a children's playground 
on the bank of the Ammonkgang river which had a model of a KPA Air force MIG 
on a roundabout. We waved goodbye to the DPRK. The train pulled into Dandong 
, the Chinese border city.It was remarked that it looked like a different social 
system . Here there were Chinese Yuppies talking on mobile phones. 


My next trip on a DPRK train was in 2008, 12 years later. I basically made the 
same journey to Beijing via Sinuiju and Dandong. This time I shared a 
compartment with a delegation of a DPRK foreign trade corporation. They were 
very friendly and shared their food with me, even though I already had a packed 
lunch from the Pyongyang Koryo Hotel. Arriving in Dandong there were lots of 
Chinese people trying to sell things on the train. Again guite different to the DPRK. 


I hope to be able to again experience travelling on a DPRK train one day. 


( Dr Dermot Hudson, Deputy Editor / Reviewer 'PKT', 
General Chairman KFA UK ) 


‘Spiced bean sprouts' 
(A recipe from DPRK) 


To whoever like to try a dish being preparing by Korean people, we have a 
special gift. This is original recipe for ‘Spiced bean sprouts' 
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INGREDIENTS: 


350 grams of Beans Sprout, 
1 Bell Pepper, 
2 Cloves Garlic, 
1 Stalk Spring Onion, 
Cabbage Strips ( optional ) 
1/2 table spoon of Cooking Wine 
1 table spoon of Cooking Oil 
1 table spoon of Soy Sauce or optional Fish Sauce 
1 table spoon of Water 


Sauté the garlic, cabbage strips, bell pepper, bean sprouts add the 1/2 table 
spoon of wine and 1 table spoon of water with 1 tablespoon of fish sauce or soy 
sauce. 

Sauté for 2 or 3 minutes. 


Enjoy your Korean meal! 
( Alan Bolon, Main Graphic Editor 'PKT', 
Chairman West of England Branch KFA UK ) 
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CLASSIC WORKS 
OF THE GREAT KOREAN LEADERS 


Kinn IL SUNG 


With The Century’ 
The Amii - Japanese Revaltiaom" 

( April 1912 ~ June 1926 ) 
Chapter 1 - "The Cownt ùr Distress” 
part5 
" The Sang af the River Ammal * 


One day early in 1923 my father told me to sit at his side and asked me what my 
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intention was having finished my primary education. 


I said I wanted to go to secondary school. That was also my parents? long - 
cherished desire, and I wondered why he was asking such an obvious guestion. 


He said with a serious look that I should go to the homeland and continue to study 
there. 


This advice was unexpected. Studying in Korea meant leaving the care of my 
parents, something I had never considered. 


My mother who was sewing was surprised and asked if I couldn't study 
somewhere nearby for I was still young. 


My father seemed to have made a determination. He repeated that I must go, 
though we might miss one another for a time. He would never change his decision 
without a proper reason. 


He said in earnest: You have suffered a lot of hardship, moving with us from place 
to place since your childhood; you may find yourself in a worse plight when you are 
in Korea again; nevertheless, I am determined to send you there; a man born in 
Korea must have a good knowledge of Korea; if you get to understand clearly while 
you are in Korea why she has been ruined, that will be a great achievement; share 
the fate of the people in your home town and experience how miserable they are; 
then you will see what you should do. 


I said that I would do as he told me to do. In those days me rich people 
in Korea were sending their sons to study abroad. They believed that the United 
States or Japan was the place to seek modern civilization and academic pursuits, 
and that was the trend of the times. So I was going to Korea while others were 
going abroad. 


My father’s way of thinking was unique. As I recollect the event, I think he was 
right in sending me to Korea. Anyhow, he was no ordinary man to send his scarcely 
11 - year - old son on a 250 - mile journey alone through a then uninhabited land. 
His character served me as an encouragement and filled me with confidence. 


To be frank, my feelings at that time were not simple. I was happy to hear that I 
was to study in the homeland, but I didn’t want to leave my parents and younger 
brothers. However, I was eager to see my home town. I spent several restless days 
with mixed feelings of yearning for my homeland and reluctance to leave the sweet 
family atmosphere. 


My mother asked my father if it wouldn't be better to send me when the weather 
was warmer. She was afraid of sending her young son on a 250-mile journey alone. 
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My father did not agree with this suggestion, either. 


Though anxious over her son's long journey, my mother spent the nights making 
me an overcoat and socks so that I might start on the date appointed by my father. 
She did not dispute her husband’s decision, as was her trait. 


On the day of my departure my father told me that it was 250 miles from 
Badaogou to Mangyongdae and asked me whether I could walk all the way alone. I 
replied that I could. Then he drew the route in my pocketbook, marking off the 
names of the major places on the way as well as the distance between them, for 
instance, from Huchang to the next place, from Hwaphyong to the next, and so on. 
He further told me to send him two telegrams—one from Kanggye and one 
from Pyongyang. 


On the last day of the first lunar month ( March 16 by the solar calendar ) I left 
Badaogou. A snowstorm was severe from the morning. My friends in Badaogou 
accompanied me for 7.5 miles to the south of Huchang across the River Amnok to 
see me off. They insisted on accompanying me the whole way, so I had trouble to 
persuade them to return home. 


As I began my journey, various thoughts flooded my mind. For more than half the 
250 miles of my journey I would have to walk over steep, craggy mountains which 
were virtually uninhabited. It would not be easy to cross them alone. Even in full 
daylight beasts of prey prowled about the woods on both sides of the road from 
Huchang to Kanggye. 


I suffered a lot during the journey. I really had a hard time of it while crossing 
the Jik Pass, Kae Pass (Myongmun Pass ) and the like. It took me a whole day 
to cross the passes in Mt. Oga. When I had crossed one pass another would 
appear. It seemed there was no end. 


As I crossed Mt. Oga, I got blisters on my feet. At the foot of the mountain I 
fortunately met an old man who cured my blisters by bum-ing them with matches. 
After Wolthan and Mt. Oga, I passed through Hwaphyong, Huksu, Kanggye, 
Songgan, Jonchon, Koin, Chongun, Huichon, Hyangsan, Kujang, arrived at Kaechon 
and then proceeded to Mangy ongdae by rail. 


A narrow - gauge railway service was available from Kaechon to Sinanju; a light 
train pulled by a small English locomotive Nikisha covered the route. From Sinanju 
to Pyongyang a wide-gauge railway as we have today was working. At that time a 
rail ticket from Kaechon to Pyongyang cost 1 won 90 jon. 


During that journey I met many kind-hearted people. Once, when I was suffering 
from sore feet, I was picked up by a peasant on an ox - drawn sleigh. When parting, 
I offered him some money, but he declined it and bought me some toffee instead. 
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The most memorable of them was the inn-keeper at Kanggye. 


I arrived at Kanggye late in the evening and came to the inn. The inn-keeper came 
out to the gate and received me cordially. He was a small man who wore his hair in 
the Western fashion and dressed in Korean jacket and trousers. He was affable and 
sociable. He told me that he had received a telegram from my father and was 
expecting me. 


His elderly mother, referring respectfully to my father as “Mr. Kim,” was as glad to 
see me as if I were her own grandson. She said, “When you were here with your 
father 4 years ago on your way to Junggang, you were a small boy but now you are 
quite grown up.” She served me with beef-rib soup and fried herrings which she had 
probably been saving for her own grandchildren. She made a bed for me with new 
quilts. They showered me with full hospitality. 


The next morning I went to the Kanggye Post Office and sent a telegram to my 
parents as my father had told me to. The telegram would cost 3 jon for each of the 
first six characters and 4 jon each for any more. So I wrote 6 characters “Kang Gye 
Mu Sa To Chak” (Arrived safely in Kanggye - Tr.). 


The next day the inn-keeper went to the bus station to arrange for my transport. 
On returning, he told me that I should have to wait for about ten days because the 
bus had broken down. He added that he had made a reservation for me, so I should 
stay with him. I was grateful for his kindness, but I said I could not afford to wait. 
He did not hold me back any more but offered me two pairs of straw sandals. 
Moreover, he introduced me to a cartman who was heading for the Kae Pass. 

The keeper of the “West-Korea Inn” in front of Kaechon Railway Station was also a 
kind man. 


At the inn I ordered a 15-jon meal, which was the cheapest of the meals they 
served there. However, the inn-keeper served me with a 50-jon meal. When I said I 
could not afford it, he told me not to mind the cost. 


At night they gave a mattress and two blankets to each guest for 50 jon. I 
examined my purse and found that I could not afford the luxury of sleeping under 
two blankets. So I ordered only one blanket. Again the inn-keeper told me not to 
worry about the cost and said that he could not be so cruel as to see a boy sleeping 
miserably when other travellers were comfortable. 


Though living in poverty as a ruined nation, the Korean people still preserved their 
traditional fellowship and beautiful customs. Up until the turn of the century there 
were many people travelling without money in our country. Villagers used to provide 
free accommodation for travellers. This was a Korean custom, which was the envy 
of the people of the West. My journey made me realize that the Korean people were 
truly kind-hearted and morally excellent. 
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The keeper of the “West-Korea Inn,” like those of the Kanggye and Junggang Inns, 
was under the guidance and influence of my father. As I had experienced on my 
previous journey to Junggang at the age of seven, my father had comrades and 
friends everywhere. 


When I saw people receiving and taking care of our family as their own flesh and 
blood, I wondered when my father had made so many friends and what distance he 
had travelled to rally such comrades. 


With so many friends everywhere my father, when away from home, was always 
helped by them. L too, benefited a great deal from their assistance. 
An unforgettable memory of my journey was of the town of Kanggye, lit by oil- 
lamps 4 years before, being flooded with electric light. The townsfolk were happy 
with the introduction of electric lighting, but I was sad at the sight of the streets 
because they seemed to be more Japanese. 


The profound meaning of what my father had said to me on my departure about 
learning about Korea came home to me. As I remembered his instructions, I closely 
studied my unfortunate homeland. 


The 250 - mile journey was, for me, a journey of learning about my homeland and 
my fellow countrymen. 


Towards sunset on March 29, 1923, fourteen days after my departure from 
Badaogou, I entered the courtyard of my old home. 


My grandmother, who was making yam inside, hurried out to the yard, without 
stopping to put on her shoes, and took me in her arms. 


“Who has come with you? How have you come? How are your father and mother?” 
She showered me with questions, giving me no time to answer. 


Grandfather stopped making straw mats and ran out into the yard. 
When I answered that I had come alone on foot, she exclaimed doubtfully, “Oh 
Lord! Really? Your father is more hard - hearted than a tiger.” The whole family sat 
together, and we talked all through the night. 


The mountains and rivers were familiar and beautiful as ever, but the signs of 
poverty in every comer of the village were more conspicuous than ever before. 
After staying for a few days at Mangyongdae, I started in the fifth year 
of Changdok School where my grandfather on my mother’s side was the head 
teacher. This was the beginning of my education in the homeland. From that time on 
I stayed in my mother’s maiden home in Chilgol to attend school. 


33 


My mother's parents were in no position to support me. They were having a 
difficult time because my mother’s brother, Kang Jin Sok, was In prison. After his 
arrest, the police kept the family under strict surveillance, bothering them and, 
worse still, my uncle was in poor health. The whole family worried about him. 

The family were living in dire poverty, eating gruel made from coarsely ground 
grain or boiled rice mixed with ground beans. They always ran short of farm 
produce and my younger uncle had to carry goods on a cart for hire to eke outa 
livelihood. 


However, they did not reveal any signs of poverty in my presence and supported 
me wholeheartedly while I attended school. They provided me with a separate room 
furnished with a kerosene lamp and fine floor mats. They were kind to my friends 
who used to visit me at all times. 


Changdok School was a progressive institution established by my grandfather on 
my mother’s side and other far-sighted people from Chilgol and the surrounding 
area and aimed at promoting the restoration of national sovereignty as a part of the 
patriotic movement for cultural enlightenment. 


Towards the end of the Ri dynasty and after the “annexation 
of Korea by Japan” a brisk patriotic education movement was launched as a link 
in the whole chain of the national-salvation movement. The pioneers and patriots, 
who attributed the shameful loss of national sovereignty to the backwardness of the 
country, regarded education as the foundation of and fundamental factor in self- 
development and clearly realized that, unless education was developed, neither the 
independence of the country nor the modernization of the society could be achieved, 
so they established private schools throughout the country. 


This movement was led by patriotic fighters An Chang Ho, Ri Tong Hwi, Ri Sung 
Hun, Ri Sang Jae, Yu Kil Jun, Nam Kung Ok and others. The learned societies 
formed in all parts of the country also pushed ahead with the education movement. 
At the height of the educational and cultural movement that swept the country, 
thousands of private schools sprang up, awakening the intellect of the nation that 
had slept in feudal fetters. It was around this time that village schools which had 
been teaching the doctrines of Confucius and Mencius were transformed into 
institutions for modern education and encouraged the younger generation to kindle 
the spirit of patriotism. 


The leaders of me nationalist movement, without exception, regarded education as 
the starting-point of their independence movement and concentrated their financial 
power and energy on the undertaking. Kim Ku, who was the mastermind behind 
the heroic ventures undertaken by Ri Pong Chang and Yun Pong Gil, with terrorism 
as his major policy for the independence movement, had been engaged in education 
in Hwanghae Province in his early years. An Jung Gun, too, was a scholar who 
had established a school in the area of Nampho to teach the younger generation. 
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Among the private schools established in 

west Korea Taesong School in Pyongyang supervised by An Chang Ho 

and Osan School in Jongju financed by Ri Sung Hun were famous. These schools 
produced many famous patriotic fighters for independence and intellectuals. 


My grandfather used to say that it would be an honour for Changdok School if it 
could produce only one great man such as An Jung Gun and that I should study 
hard to become a prominent patriot. 


I replied that, even though I might not become such a praiseworthy martyr as An 
Jung Gun, I would become a patriot who would not spare himself for the 
independence of the country. 


Of the private schools established in west Korea Changdok School was fairly 
large and modern with more than 200 pupils. A school was in a position to promote 
the enlightenment of the people in its vicinity. Therefore, the people and public- 
spirited men in the Pyongyang area attached great importance 
to Changdok School and spared nothing in support of it. 


Paek Son Haeng, too, contributed a vast amount of money to this school. This 
woman, better known as Widow Paek than by her real name, was popular 
in Pyongyang before liberation for her charitable efforts. Widowed before the age of 
20, she remained faithful to her dead husband until the age of 80, becoming rich by 
saving every penny she earned. Her way of making money was so bold and unique 
that she was the focus of public attention from her early days. It is said that the site 
of the present limestone mine belonging to the Sunghori Cement Factory was once 
her property. She had bought the rocky mountain which nobody cared for at a low 
price and sold it to a Japanese capitalist for dozens of times more than she had 
paid. 


This woman, who did not even know how to use an abacus, had made this 
fabulous profit in a deal with the Japanese capitalist at a time when public 
resentment was running high at the traitors who had sold out the whole country to 
the Japanese imperialists with the signing of a paper. That was why people took 
pleasure in talking about her as if she were a great war hero. 


People respected her because she had helped the community a great deal. Even 
though she was rich, she did not seek personal glory; she led a simple life, eating 
frugal meals, and donated her money unsparingly to society, money she had saved 
all her life. The money had been spent on building a bridge and a public hall - the 
Pyongyang Public Hall - which still remains intact before the Ryongwang Pavilion. 

A few days after I began school my grandfather brought me a bundle of fifth-year 
textbooks. In excitement I took them and turned over the pages one after another. 
But, when I opened the textbook titled Mother-tongue Reader, I felt offended. It was 
a textbook of the Japanese language. 
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The Japanese imperialists forced our people to use the Japanese language in order 
to make them the subjects of the Japanese emperor. As soon as they had occupied 
our country they proclaimed that the official language of the government and public 
offices, courts and schools would be Japanese, and prohibited the Korean people 
from using their own language. 


I asked my grandfather why the Japanese language book was titled Mother- 
tongue Reader. 


He merely heaved a sigh. 


With a pocket - knife I scratched out the word Mother - tongue from the title of the 
book and wrote in its place the word Japanese. The Mother - tongue 
Reader became the Japanese Reader in an instant. My urge to resist Japan's 
assimilation policy encouraged me to act with such resolution. 


After I had been at the school for some days, I found a few children speaking 
Japanese in the classrooms, streets and playgrounds. Some of them were even 
teaching Japanese to other children. Nobody seemed to feel ashamed of this or 
criticized it. They seemed to think that our language was disappearing for ever with 
the country ruined. 


Whenever I saw children trying to learn Japanese, I told them that Koreans must 
speak Korean. 


The day I arrived in Chilgol after my return to the homeland from Badaogou the 
villagers gathered at my mother’s maiden home to hear about the situation. They 
said they wanted to hear me speak Chinese as they thought I might speak it well 
after living for some years in Manchuria. Even children at Changdok School often 
pestered me to teach them Chinese. But I would refuse, asking them why we should 
speak a foreign language when we had our own excellent language. 


Only once did I speak Chinese in the homeland. 


One day my mother’s brother asked me to go sightseeing in the city with him. 
Because he was usually very busy he seldom went outings, but that day he 
managed to find time for me. Saying that as I had been away for a long time he 
would buy me lunch in the city that day, he took me to Pyongyang. 


After touring the city we entered a Chinese restaurant in the western part of the 
city. In those days there were many Chinese restaurants in the area where the 
Ponghwasan Hotel now stands. 


In order to earn more money the restaurant-keepers would come out to the door 
and receive customers kindly, saying, “Welcome!” They vied with each other to 
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attract guests. 


The keeper of the restaurant we went to asked us in poor Korean what we would 
like to eat. 


I ordered in Chinese, for his convenience, two plates of Chinese pancakes. 
Wide-eyed, he asked me if I was a Chinese pupil. 


I said that, though not a Chinese pupil, I knew some Chinese because I had lived 
in Manchuria for some years. Then I chatted with him in Chinese for a while. 
The restaurant - keeper was very glad to see me, a young boy who had a good 
command of Chinese. He said with tearful eyes that he was reminded of his 
homeland on seeing a pupil from Manchuria. 


He placed dishes we had not ordered on the table as well as pancakes and told us 
to eat plenty. We declined but, as he insisted, we ate everything. After our meal we 
tried to pay the bill, but he would not even take payment for the pancakes. 

On our way home uncle said, laughing, “I took you to the city to give you a treat but 
instead you gave me a treat.” The whole village heard of this episode. 
As I had hoped I joined the class of Mr. Kang Ryang Uk. 


I had gone to stay at Chilgol not long after Mr. Kang left Sungsil School and 
began teaching at Changdok School. He was very sorry to have left the middle 
school, but he was unable to pay his fees. 


His family was so poor that his wife (Song Sok Jong ) left him to stay at her 
maiden home for a while. It is said that her parents admonished her severely, 
saying, “You may not be a good wife in time of destitution for lack of grace, but how 
dare you abandon your husband because you are tired of poverty? How many 
households are there in Korea which are not as poor as his? Did you expect to eat 
rice with honeyed water sitting on a golden cushion after you married? Speak no 
more and return to him at once and apologize to him.” I do not think the reader will 
need further explanation to understand the situation of Mr. Kang’s family. 


We called his wife “Sukchon auntie,” for she came from 
Sukchon, South Phyongan Province. Whenever I went to his house “Sukchon 
auntie” would serve me with rice mixed with ground beans. I ate it with relish. 


One day after liberation I went to Mr. Kang’s to wish him a happy birthday and 
talked to his wife, recollecting what I ate in those days: “Madam, on occasions I still 
recall the rice mixed with ground beans you would serve me in Chilgol. You can’t 
imagine how I enjoyed it. Having been away from the homeland for 20 years I could 
not thank you for it. Please accept my thanks today.” To this, she replied with 
tearful eyes: “My family was so poor that I served you only rice mixed with ground 
beans, not proper rice. But as you say you are grateful for that, Ido not know what 
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to say. Those meals were never tasty." Saying that she would make up for her poor 
treatment of me in my days at Changdok School she served me with dishes she 
had cooked herself. 


One year she sent me some wine called Paekhwaju, which she had distilled, to 
wish me a happy birthday. The name of the wine means distilled from a hundred 
flowers. 


The poetic name of the wine aroused my interest but I could not drink it with a light 
heart because the vision of her struggling against hunger with no proper meal of 
boiled rice, swam before my eyes. 


For me who had felt to the marrow of my bones the misery of a ruined nation, a 
tree, a blade of grass and a grain of rice in the homeland seemed many times more 
precious than they were before. Moreover, the teacher steadily inspired the pupils 
with national consciousness, so I was constantly under a patriotic influence at home 
and at school. In those days he organized picnics and excursions frequently to 
inculcate patriotism in the pupils. 


An excursion to Mt. Jongbang in Hwanghae Province was particularly 
noteworthy. 


After liberation Kang Ryang Uk, as Secretary-General of the Standing Committee 
of the Supreme People’s Assembly and Vice - President of the Republic, had many 
opportunities to meet me in connection with his work. We would recall with emotion 
the excursions we went on during our days at Changdok School and how we had 
seen Songbul Temple and Nammun Pavilion on Mt. Jongbang, Another 
unforgettable event of those days was the music lessons he gave. His music lessons 
were particularly interesting, so we used to look forward to them. 

He had a wonderful voice which sounded better than professional tenors. When that 
voice sang the Song of Advance or the Song of the Young Patriot, the whole class 
listened with bated breath. 


I think the melodies of the songs he taught us infused patriotic feelings into our 
minds. Later, when waging the anti-Japanese armed struggle, I would often sing 
those songs, and I still remember their words and melodies clearly. 


Back in the homeland I found that the people were poorer than before. 


When spring sowing began, the children of the very poor would be absent from 
school, for they had not only to help in the farming but also to 
gather mulguji pickpurse, the roots of bindweed and other herbs to supplement 
their meals when the grain ran out. There were some boys who would go to the city 
on market days to sell wild vegetables to buy grain and others would babysit at 
home for their parents. Children from poor families would eat boiled sorghum, foxtail 
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millet or barnyard millet for lunch. Worse still, some had to skip lunch. 


In Chilgol and Mangyongdae there were many families that could not afford a 
school education for their children. It was a pity to see children cooped up in their 
homes with no access to schooling because they were so poor. 


For such children I would organize night classes whenever I went to Mangyongdae 
on holidays. I called them all to the class and taught them. I began by teaching them 
the Korean alphabet with the Korean Reader and then taught history, geography, 
arithmetic and songs. It was simple enlightenment that I undertook for the first 
time in my life. 


While visiting the city freguently with my friends, I came to realize that the citizens 
of Pyongyang were leading no better a life than the people of Mangyongdae and 
Chilgol. 


Of the 100,000 people living in Pyongyang only a small number of Japanese and 
Americans were living well. The Americans in Sinyang - ri, the most beautiful part 
of Pyongyang, lived in luxury; and the Japanese made their settlements in Ponjong 
and Hwanggumjong, the most thriving places in Pyongyang, and lived in clover. 

In the “Westerners village" inhabited by Americans and the Japanese settlers, brick 
houses, shops and churches increased in number; on the other hand, in such places 
as the area along the River Pothong and in Ppaengtae Street the slum guarters 
were getting bigger. 


Now with the construction of such modern streets as Chollima, Kyonghung and 
Ponghwa Streets and of such large buildings as the People's Palace of Culture, the 
Pyongyang Indoor Stadium, the Ice Rink, the Changgwang Health Complex and 
skyscrapers, no evidence of old Pyongyang can be found, but when I was going to 
Changdok School, many small slum dwellings with straw-mat doors and board 
roofing were huddled there. 


In the year when I returned home, there was an epidemic in Pyongyang and the 
surrounding area, torturing the people. To make matters worse, the whole city was 
suffering from flooding. Reporting the disaster caused by floods that year, Tong - 
A Ilbo said that about 10,000 houses, or half the total number of houses 
in Pyongyang, had been submerged. 


Today 105 - storeyed Ryugyong Hotel, the tallest hotel in the world, is being built 
behind Pothonggang Square, but the younger generation will not be able to imagine 
the misery their grandfathers and grandmothers suffered in small slums in the 
same place in those years. 


While living through the miseries I came to aspire to a society where the toiling 
masses could live happily and harbour a bitter hatred for the Japanese imperialist 
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aggressors, landlords and capitalists. 


When I was a pupil at Changdok School there were great earthquakes in the 
Kanto area of Japan, and the news reached Chilgol, sparking the anger of my 
schoolmates. Rumour had it that Japan’s ultrarightists had instigated the army to 
massacre thousands of the Koreans living in Japan under the pretext that the 
Koreans, taking advantage of the earthquakes, were planning to revolt. This came 
as a great shock to me, But it gave me a clearer understanding that Japan, even 
though she was preaching “impartiality” and “Japan-Korea harmony,” despised 
Korean people, treating them as worse than beasts. 


From that time I would not allow Japanese policemen on bicycles to pass with 
impunity. I would bury spiked boards in their way and their tyres always went flat. 
Feelings of hatred for the Japanese imperialists and of love for our motherland were 
reflected in the musical play Thirteen Houses we produced. In this play thirteen 
pupils appeared on the stage and sang and danced while assemblying a map 
of Korea, each pupil taking a map of cardboard of each of the 13 provinces 
of Korea. 


We staged this musical at a school athletics meeting in the autumn of 1924. In the 
middle of the performance a policeman appeared in the playground and ordered us 
to stop at once. In those days holding a small-scale athletics meeting required 
approval from the police, and even an approved event had to have police 
surveillance. 


I met my teacher, Kang Ryang Uk, and said, “What is wrong in our loving our 
motherland and singing and dancing in praise of it?” I insisted that we continue our 
performance, come what may. 


He, with the other teachers, protested against the unjustifiable conduct of the 
policeman and told us to continue the performance. Since we primary schoolchildren 
had such a high spirit of patriotism and resistance, is there any need to say more 
about the adults’ spirit? In the summer of the year when I returned to the homeland 
a general strike broke out in the Pyongyang Hosiery Factory. The newspapers gave 
front page headlines to this event. At the news, I thought, even though Japan was 
advertizing her deceptive “civil government,” she would sooner or later have to face 
resistance greater than the March First Popular Uprising. 


Thus I spent two years. One day a few months before I left school I heard from my 
mother’s father that my father had been arrested again by the Japanese police. This 
was a great shock, I felt a terrible anger and hatred for the enemy. The distressed 
people of Chilgol and Mangyongdae seemed to examine my face. 


I made preparations for a journey with a determination to fight at the risk of my life 
to take revenge on the enemy of my father, my family and my nation. 
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When I said I would go to Badaogou, my mother’s family advised me to go after 
finishing at school. My grandfather at Mangyongdae also tried to dissuade me, 
saying that I should wait a few months until I had finished school and the weather 
was warmer. 


But I could not wait. I thought: How can I study here when misfortune has befallen 
my father?; I must go at once to help mother with her young sons; I must do my bit 
wherever it means going. 


Knowing that he could not dissuade me, grandfather relented and said that I 
should do as I was determined and that it was up to me now that my father was 
behind bars. 


The next day the family saw me off. The whole family wept - grandfather, 
grandmother and my uncle. My mother’s younger brother (Kang Chang Sok ) who 
came to Pyongyang Station to see me off and Kang Yun Bom, my classmate from 
Chilgol, also wept in sadness. 


My most intimate friend at Changdok School was Kang Yun Bom. He had no one 
to whom he could open his heart, so he would come to see me frequently. We would 
often go to the city together. 


When the time came for the train to depart he gave me some boiled rice in a packet 
and an envelope. He told me that as he was not sure when he would see me again, 
he had jotted down a few words for me to read on the train. I opened the envelope 
after the train had left. In it were a short letter and 3 won. I was very moved by the 
letter and money. No one without a good heart could be so considerate towards his 
friend. In those days it was not easy for a boy to obtain 3 won. Even though I had 
started out on the journey, determined to avenge my father, money was a serious 
problem. He saved me from many difficulties. 


It seemed that he had had a great deal of difficulty in getting the money. He came 
to see me after liberation. The first thing I told him was how grateful I had been for 
the money 20 years before, to which he confessed that he had had great difficulty in 
obtaining it. That money was more precious to me than millions of won to a rich 
man. What can compare with all the pure and beautiful feelings of friendship that 
produced that 3 wont Money cannot buy friendship, but friendship can produce 
money and everything else. 


He said that while I had been fighting in the mountains to liberate the country, he 
had done nothing in particular. I said that we should combine our efforts and build a 
new country, and that the shortage of cadres was an obstacle to nation - building. I 
asked him if he could do his bit by helping to build schools. He readily agreed. After 
a short time he had set up a school in Jochon and asked me to give it a name. I 
named the school Samhung Middle School. Samhung means the thriving of 
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knowledge, morality and physigue. In other words, it meant that the school should 
train its pupils to be knowledgeable, morally sound and physically strong. 
Afterwards he took charge of the setting up of a university. These days building a 
university is no great problem, but there were many difficulties at that time because 
we had neither funds, building materials nor skilled builders. Whenever he had a 
problem with his work he would come to see me and discuss the problems with me 
throughout the night, staying in my house. 


Kang Yun born was an unforgettable comrade and friend who saw me off on my 
way to national liberation. I still remember him as he saw me off in tears at 
Pyongyang Station that day. The letter he gave me read: Dear Song Ju, when 
parting with you I cannot keep back my tears. When shall we meet again after this 
parting? Let us remember our days at Changdok School even if a vast distance 
lies between us. Let us remember our home town and our motherland. 


Encouraged by his friendship and moral support, I again negotiated one steep pass 
after another. In the evening of the thirteenth day after my departure from Mangy 
ongdae I arrived at Phophyong. Having reached the ferry I hesitated to cross the 
Amnok; I walked the bank of the river restlessly. The mountains and rivers of my 
motherland held me back from crossing over to Badaogou. 


I was held back by a vision of my grandmother and grandfather who had seen me 
off at our brushwood gate, weeping, stroking my hands, adjusting my dress, and 
worrying about possible snowstorms. I felt I could not hold back the tears that 
welled up if I crossed that river. And, looking back at my motherland in misery at 
the bleak border I could scarcely suppress the impulse to rush back to my home 
town, to the house where I was born. 


I had spent only two years back in my motherland, but I had learned and 
experienced much in those years. My most valuable experience was to have 
acquired a deep understanding of our people. Our people were simple, and 
industrious yet brave and strong - willed. They were staunch people who did not 
yield, whatever the adversity or hardship; they were polite and kindhearted and yet 
resolute and uncompromising against injustice. When the national reformists were 
conducting the reactionary “autonomy” campaign in the name of the “Yonjong 
Association,” the popular masses, particularly the workers, peasants, young people 
and students, were shedding their blood in resistance to the Japanese imperialists. 


From the image of them I felt an undaunted sense of national dignity and 
unbreakable spirit of independence. From that time I believed that our people were 
the greatest in the world and that I could liberate the country if I organized their 


efforts properly. 


While seeing the Japanese army and the number of police and prisons increasing 
with each passing day behind the screen of “civil government” and looking at the 
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waggons and cargo ships carrying the wealth plundered from our nation, I formed 
the clear understanding that Japanese imperialism was the most heinous destroyer 
of the liberty and dignity of our people and a vicious aggressor and plunderer 
imposing unbearable poverty and hunger upon our people. 


The oppressive situation in the motherland gave me a firmer belief that only 
through a struggle would the Korean nation be able to drive out the Japanese 
imperialists and live in happiness in a liberated country. My desire to liberate my 
country as quickly as possible and turn everything into ours, into Korea’s, burned 
in my heart. 

I walked a little way down from the ferry to the rapids to evade police observation 
and set foot on the frozen river. Across the river, which was only 34 metres wide, 

was the town of Badaogou and my house which was in the street near the river 
bank. But I hesitated again, obsessed by the uncertainty of whether I would ever 

cross back to my homeland to which I was going to bid farewell. 


I stepped back and picked up a pebble from the river bank, holding it firmly in my 
hand. I wished to take everything that could be a token and memento of my 
motherland and to keep it as a treasure. That day I underwent a truly painful 
psychological experience. Because this experience had left a wound in my heart, at 
the banquet gwen by patriots in the homeland in my honour after my triumphal 
return home, I spoke first about that experience. 


I walked slowly towards the opposite side of the river singing quietly the Song of 
the River Amnok: 


On the first of March in 1919 
I crossed the River Amnok. 
The day will come round every year 
TU return when my work is done. 


Blue waters of Amnok, my homeland, 
Wait the day I return to you. 
I crossed to attain our dearest wish 
Pll return when we have won. 


I looked back at the mountains in the motherland over and again with sorrow and 
indignation. I thought: My dear Korea, Iam leaving you. I know I cannot live even 
for a moment away from you, but Iam crossing the Amnok to win you back. Across 
this river is a foreign land, but I will not forget you, even in there. Wait for me, 
my Korea. 


Then I sang the song again. As I sang this song, I wondered when I would be able 
to tread this land again, when I would return to this land where I grew up and 
where my forefathers’ graves lay. Young as I was, I could not repress my sorrow at 
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this thought. Picturing in my mind the miserable reality of the motherland, I made a 
grim resolve not to return before Korea had become independent. 
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Recently I have read articles on the Juche idea, written by 
some social scientists, and found that they do not correctly 
explain the originality and superiority of the Juche philosophy in 
conformity with the Party's policy. This proves that they 
themselves still do not have a correct viewpoint and 
understanding of the Juche philosophy. 

In connection with this, I would like to speak about some 
problems arising in correctly understanding, explaining and 
propagating the Juche philosophy. 

First of all, we must correct the tendency to explain the 
superiority and originality of the Juche idea from the point of 
view of Marxist dialectical materialism. 

I once referred to the need to correctly understand the 
originality of the Juche idea because in the past some social 
scientists tended to explain this idea in the framework of Marxist 
dialectical materialism, but it seems to me that they still do not 
have a correct understanding of this problem. 

In order to prove the justice and superiority of the Juche 
philosophy, we must clearly understand the limitations of the 
preceding philosophy and consider this philosophy in its 
correlation with the latter. Only when the Juche philosophy is 
studied in comparison with Marxist philosophy the limitations of 
which lie in the fact that it regards the development of all things 
as a process of the history of nature, can its superiority be clearly 
elucidated. Some people attempt to explain the fundamental 
principles of the Juche philosophy, including the essential 
characteristics of man, from the point of view of the general law 
of the development of the material world, instead of explaining 
them by clarifying the law of social movement. In the final 
analysis, this can be construed as being tantamount to trying to 
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explain the Juche philosophy from the viewpoint of the 
development of Marxist dialectical materialism, not as a 
completely original philosophy. This makes it impossible to 
clarify the originality of the Juche philosophy correctly. 

Overcoming the limitations of the preceding theory, which 
regards the development of things as an objective process of the 
history of nature, presents itself as a very urgent requirement in 
the present revolutionary practice. At present bourgeois thinkers, 
revisionists and reformists are infusing people with spontaneity 
and the matter-first doctrine, considering all things and 
phenomena from the biological and evolutionary point of view 
and the vulgar materialistic viewpoint. In explaining and 
propagating the Juche philosophy, we ought to direct the 
spearhead of criticism to such a biological and vulgar 
materialistic outlook on the world. 

We must have a correct understanding of the law of the unity 
of opposites and of the struggle between them. 

The fact that the Juche philosophy is considered largely in 
relation with Marxist dialectical materialism can also be seen in 
the explanation of this law. 

The main content of Marxist dialectical materialism is the 
principle of the unity of opposites and of the struggle between 
them. However, this is not a problem which should be considered 
simply from a scientific point of view. Like other theoretical 
problems of Marxism-Leninism, the law of the unity of opposites 
and of the struggle between them must be historically considered 
from the point of view of revolutionary practice. Importance was 
attached to this law in Marxist dialectical materialism. This is due 
to the fact that it was an important and historic task to elucidate 
philosophically the socio-economic contradictions of the then 
capitalist society and the law of the class struggle. Therefore, I 
think that the principle of the unity and struggle between 
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opposites elucidated by the Marxist philosophy has many 
unreasonable points in clarifying the law of the development of 
socialist society at present. That is why we did not mention this 
principle much when explaining the theory of the Juche 
philosophy. 

Today our country is confronted with an important 
revolutionary task of building socialism and reunifying the 
country. Under these circumstances we must think of what 
theoretical significance emphasis on the principle of the unity of 
opposites and of the struggle between them as an important 
philosophical problem will have and how it will affect the 
revolution and construction. If this problem is explained in a 
misguided way, this will give people the impression that we are 
engrossed in idle talk on a philosophical problem that does not 
suit real life and may exert an undesirable influence on those who 
are fighting for national reunification. We must never indulge in 
empty theories and talks which are not helpful to the revolution 
and construction nor must we try to follow the existing principles 
or the theories of others which do not suit us. 

Next, it is important to have a correct understanding of the 
essential characteristics of man. 

These characteristics are clarified in detail in the Party 
documents which have already been published. However, some 
articles which explain the Juche idea do not accord with these 
documents. 

In interpreting the essential qualities of man, some people 
state that man has common features with other organisms, and 
that, at the same time, he has an attribute fundamentally different 
from that of the latter in the level of development, and explain the 
differences between the essential attributes of man and those of 
other organisms as the differences in the level of development. 

We must not understand man’s essential attributes as the 
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development and perfection of the natural attributes which 
organisms in general have. Of course, it can be said that, when 
considered from the viewpoint of a biological being, man’s body 
is superior to that of other organisms in the level of development. 
However, when he is considered from the viewpoint of a social 
being, man is fundamentally different from all other organisms, 
for the attributes peculiar to him. Regarding man’s essential 
characteristics as the differences in the level of development of 
organisms is an evolutionary method of consideration. 

Although man is a product of evolution, the essential 
attributes of man, a social being, are not products of evolution; 
they have been formed and developed socially and historically. I 
mentioned it long ago. However, some people try to regard man’s 
essential attributes as a matter of differences in the level of 
development of the attributes which organisms in general have. 
This proves that they are still attempting to consider man’s 
essential characteristics with the evolutionary methodology. 

It is also a wrong method of consideration to try to seek the 
essential characteristics of man, who is distinguished from an ani- 
mal, in the diversity of biological and social components and in 
the complexity of the ways of their combination. 

As a matter of fact, all things have definite components as 
well as combination and structure. Therefore, in clarifying the 
characteristics of things we can deliberate in comparison whether 
their components as well as their combination and structure are 
complex or simple. According to the degree of their complexity, 
we can explain the characteristics of different material elements. 
However, whether the components and the combination and 
structure are complex or simple is the question which can be 
raised only between those material elements that can be compared 
with each other. Man is the only social being in the world. 
Therefore, we cannot compare him with animal by considering 
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their components and their combination and structure. The 
fundamental differences between social being and natural being 
cannot be correctly clarified only by examining the diversity and 
complexity of the components and their combination and 
structure. 

We must have a correct idea of the social being. 

Some articles explaining the Juche idea write that social 
wealth also belongs to the social being. However, it is a wrong 
viewpoint to identify man with social wealth created by him. 

Man is a social being. This implies that he is a being who 
lives in a social relationship. This term is used to distinguish man 
from a natural being. As man is a social being, he has 


i ‘independence, creativity and consciousness, attributes which are | 


peculiar to him and which other material beings cannot have. 
However, if the wealth created by man is also considered to 
belong to the social being, there will be no fundamental 
differences between man and wealth and it will be impossible to 
give an answer to the question of on what the essential 
characteristics peculiar to man are based. 

Next, it is necessary to have a correct understanding of the 
correlation between the transformation of nature, man and 
society, 

These undertakings are the three areas of human activity for 
realizing human independence. It is necessary to understand 
correctly, from the viewpoint of revolutionary practice, what 
position each of these three transformations holds in man’s social 
activity and how they are related to each other. 

One cannot give people a correct understanding of the three 
transformations if, apart from the specific revolutionary practice, 
one simply explains them in such a way that they are all 
conducted simultaneously, instead of one beginning after the 
completion of another. Of course, we cannot mechanically say 
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that after one of the three transformations has been completed, 
another is conducted. However, we must take into consideration 
that one of them may be given more prominence depending on 
the stage of revolutionary development. 

This can be clearly seen from the practical process of the 
developing revolution, In the period of the socialist revolution, 
the problem of liquidating exploitation and oppression and 
achieving the socio-political independence of the masses of the 
people, in other words, the problem of transforming society, 
presents itself as an important matter. Following the 
establishment of the socialist system, the problem of transforming 
nature and man for freeing people from the fetters of nature and 
outmoded ideas and culture, presents itself as a more important 
task. In this period nature and man are transformed through the 
ideological, technological and cultural revolutions and society is 
transformed through the consolidation and development of the 
socialist system, and not in a revolutionary way. Therefore, when 
discussing the three transformations, if they are explained merely 
from a logical point of view, disregarding their historical 
sequence and peculiarities, such a theory will, in the long run, be 
isolated from the revolutionary practice. 

The problem of the three areas of social life must not be 
explained mechanically, either. 

Some people assert that social life must not be considered by 
dividing it into two aspects—material and spiritual, but that it 
should be divided into three aspects-economic, ideological and 
cultural, and political. They must not suggest the problem like that. 
Of course, it is reasonable to view human life by dividing it into 
three aspects-economic, ideological and cultural, and political. 
Our Party’s documents have also expounded it in that way. 
Nevertheless, we cannot regard it as a mistake to divide human life 
into two aspects—material and spiritual. The problem does not lie in 
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how many areas social life is divided into, but in that the view of 
dividing it into two aspects—material and spiritual-is counterpoised 
to that of dividing it into three aspects-economic, ideological and 
cultural, and political. 

We always say that people’s ideological and spiritual life and 
their material life constitute the two aspects of social life. 
Moreover, we maintain at all times that the independence of the 
masses of the people must be realized in the fields of their 
ideological and spiritual life as well as of their material life. This 
conforms, in import, to the statement that the two fortresses, in 
other words, the ideological and material fortresses must all be 
occupied in the building of socialism and communism. When 
viewed on the basis of what has been mentioned above, it cannot 
be said to be wrong to divide social life into two areas—material 
and spiritual. 

As a matter of fact, people’s political and cultural life is 
expressed in ideological and spiritual life. Therefore, it is by no 
means unreasonable to divide social life into two 
areas—ideological and spiritual life and material life by including 
political and cultural life in the former. When we speak about two 
fortresses of communism, we also express them as the ideological 
fortress or the political and ideological fortress as well as the 
material fortress. Accordingly, in order to make social life 
correspond with the idea of the two fortresses of communism in 
content, we must, as a matter of course, divide it into two areas. 

We cannot take issue with whether one divides social life into 
two areas in a wider sense or into three areas in greater detail. We 
cannot say which ts right and which is wrong. 

In explaining the correlation between economic life, 
ideological and cultural life and political life, it is not right to 
emphasize only the identity of each of these three kinds of life. 
To claim that one of these cannot determine another is not only an 


52 


ambiguous expression from the standpoint of the working class 
but does not conform to the principle of the Juche idea, either. 

(We say that independence is the lifeblood of people and 
particularly stress that realizing socio-political independence is a 
matter of priority in the struggle to achieve independence for the 
masses of the people. When we say that independence is the 
lifeblood of people, we mean socio-political independence. 
However rich a man is in the material aspect, he can never claim 
to lead a life as befits a man if tt is not worthwhile in the social 
and political spheres as well as in the ideological and cultural 
fields. Political life and ideological life play a leading and 
decisive role in social life. Therefore, underestimating the 
principal significance of political life and ideological life, and 
only emphasizing that the three kinds of life have each their own 
importance is of no use in practice. — 

The present international situation is very complex. In the 
international arena a fierce class struggle and theoretical 
controversies are being conducted between revolution and 
counterrevolution, between socialism and capitalism, and under 
this situation, revolutionary people and communists are seeking 
the right path they should follow. 

Under the present grave situation when the on of who 
conquers whom arises between socialism and capitalism, we must 
thoroughly defend socialism under the revolutionary banner of 
the Juche idea. 

The Juche idea, our Party’s outlook on the world, is the 
guiding idea of our times which illuminates the absolutely correct 
way of achieving independence for the masses of the people. It is 
the banner of the revolutionary people's cause of independence 
and the banner of socialism. 

We must ensure that all Party members and the working 
people have a firm conviction of the superiority and greatness of 
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the Juche idea. Moreover, now that we confront the serious 
guestion of whether we defend the cause of socialism or not in the 
face of the imperialists’ strategy of “peaceful transition,” we must 
encourage all social scientists and propagandists to write and 
speak thoroughly in the interests of the revolution and in 
accordance with the Party’s policies. 
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LIST OF KEYNOTE 


DPRK ANNIVERSARIES DURING THE YEAR 


January 


Marshal KIM JONG UN’s birthday 
8th of January 


February 


Foundation of Korean People’s Army, 
as a regular and standing revolutionary armed force 
8th of February 
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Day of the 'Shining Star" 
anniversary of the birth of the Great Leader Comrade KIM JONG IL 
16th of February 


Marek 
Anniversary of Agrarian Reform Law 
5th of March 


International Women’s Day 
8th of March 


April 
'Day of the Sun', anniversary of the birth of the Great Leader Comrade KIM IL SUNG 
Foundation of the KPA as the Korean People’s Revolutionary Army (1932 ). 


25th of April 


Anniversary of Panmunjom Inter -Korean summit 
27th of April 


International Workers Day' 
1st of May 


June 


Anniversary of 1st Inter - Korean Summit 
15th of June 


Anniversary of start of work of the great leader comrade KIM JONG IL 
at the Central Committee of the Workers Party of Korea 
19th of June 
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Anniversary of the provocation of the Fatherland Liberation War by the US imperialists 
25th of June 


July 


Anniversary of the passing away of the Great Leader Comrade KIM IL SUNG 
8th of July 


Anniversary of the award of the title of Marshal to respected comrade KIM JONG UN 
17th of July 


Anniversary of victory in the Fatherland Liberation War 
27th of July 


August 


Liberation Day 
15th of August 


'Day of Songun’ 
( start of the Songun revolutionary leadership 
of the great leader comrade KIM JONG IL ) 
25th of August 


September 


Foundation of the Republic Day 
9th of September 


Anniversary of the passing away of 
the Anti - Japanese heroine 
and Mother of Korea Madame KIM JONG SUK 
22nd of September 
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October 


Party Foundation Day 
10th of October 


Anniversary of Foundation of Down with Imperialism Union 
17th of October 


November 


Not a DPRK anniversary but the anniversary of the foundation of KFA 
13th of November 


Anniversary of 'Hwasong 15' - ICBM test fire 
29th of November 


December 


Anniversary of the passing away of the great leader comrade KIM JONG IL 
17th of December 


Anniversary of the birth of Madame KIM JONG SUK, 
anti - Japanese heroine 
24th of December 


Anniversary of the appointment 
of the Great Leader Comrade KIM JONG IL 
as KPA Supreme Commander 
24th of December 


Anniversary of the appointment of Marshal KIM JONG UN 


as KPA Supreme Commander 
30th of December 
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(Juche Songun Study ) 
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